Thermoregulation of the rabbit during the late phase of endotoxin fever.
In the late phase of the fever occurring 120 or more min after i.v. injection of endotoxin (1 microgram/kg) to female rabbits, marked shifts of thresholds for respiratory evaporative heat loss and for peripheral vasodilatation to higher body core temperatures were observed. In contrast, the threshold body core temperature for cold thermogenesis was shifted downwards. As a result, the interthreshold zone was widened. Within the body temperature range of 37.4 to 39.9 degrees C neither heat production or heat loss mechanisms were operant and the body temperature was determined mainly by passive heat transfer between the body and the environment. Outside this zone, the sensitivities of the heat and cold defence activities to changes in body core temperature appeared to be unchanged.